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FIELD TRIP RISK ASSESSMENTS  IN THIS ISSUE 

 
There is some level of injury risk inherent in 
any activity. Properly planning a field trip 
includes a careful assessment of potential 
risk factors and ability to manage those 
risks. While it is not possible to list every risk 
associated with hundreds of possible school 
activities, with a systematic and consistent 
process in place, organizers of school 
activties can identify the most forseeable 
risks as the first step in planning a school-
sponsored trip. 
Consideration should be given to the risks 
associated with the following components 
of any school trip:  
1. Mode of transportation being used 
2. Forseeable hazards at the planned 

destination 
3. Collateral hazards resulting from other 

activities that are incidental or may 
take place en route to the planned 
destination. 

4. Supervision requirements.  
5. Volunteer recruitment and supervision. 
 
Mode of Transportation 
It is common knowledge that tranportation 
poses one of the highest daily risks for most 
people. Because the purpose of a school 
field trip is to achieve an educational 
experience by leaving school grounds, some 
form of transportation risks will always exist 
and should always be considered in the 

early stages of planning. Here are a few 
risks associated with some common forms 
of transportation: 

1. Walking – field trip locations that are 
within walking distance of the school 
will havevarious risk profiles to 
consider such as traffic density, 
crosswalks, sidewalks, rugged terrain, 
weather, student age & ability, special 
needs and total distance traveled. 

2. Passenger Vans (9+ Passengers) - 
These types of vehicles, which come in 
various seating configurations (9, 12 
and 15 passengers) have been 
associated with safety concerns. Under 
full-load conditions, the handling 
characteristics of these types of 
vehicles make them very unstable in 
emergency situations (skids, crash 
avoidance, braking, etc.) and they have 
a high roll-over crash history as the 
result of a high center of gravity. 

3. School Buses - School buses are 
engineered to provide the highest level 
of passenger protection. The design of 
a school bus includes more than 30 
safety features that are not present in 
other passenger vehicles, including a 
safety compartment that surrounds a 
student with energy absorbing material 
to reduce injuries in collisions. Because 
of its passive safety systems design, 
seat belts on a school bus have not 
been found to provide any additional 
protection. School buses are up to 16x 
safer than any other passenger vehicle, 

and are the recommended mode of 
transportation for school sponsored 
trips. 

4. Charter buses/Coach buses - 
Information for passenger carriers and 
the traveling public about the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration's 
passenger carrier program and 
regulations can be found via the 
FMCSA Website  

Foreseeable Hazards – Planned Destination 
Risks for any school activity can be sorted 
into three major categories – Low, Medium 
and High, based on the following criteria:  

• Low - There is an identifiable risk of a 
loss occurring, but it is either unlikely 
to occur or would not cause serious 
injury/damage. Some characteristics of 
low risk factors include, but are not 
limited to: sedentary classroom 
activities, low impact exercises, 
walking, computer studies, reading 
activities, etc.  

• Medium: There is a known risk 
associated with the activity that may 
cause a loss to occur regularly, but you 
can take steps to remove or reduce the 
risk. Some characteristics of medium 
risk factors include, but are not limited 
to: physical contact sports, 
transportation, downhill sports (ski, 
toboggan, tubing, etc.), water activities 
(swimming, sailing, canoeing, etc.), 
physical education programs, etc. 
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• There is also a sub-class in this category 
called “High Medium”, which applies 
to activities where relatively few losses 
occur, but because of the nature of the 
hazards, any loss that does occur will 
result in a catastrophic injury. School 
excursions/activities that fall in this 
sub-category need to be carefully 
considered as to whether they are an 
appropriate activity, and if selected, 
managed with more caution. This sub-
category includes activities such as 
Extreme Sports, wilderness excursions,  
high ropes, canopy walks, etc. 

•  High - The nature of the activity or the 
presence of obvious hazards results in 
a high probability of a loss occurring 
with catastrophic results, it is 

foreseeable that a loss will occur, 
and/or you have no control over the 
risks that are present. Some 
characteristics of high risk factors 
include, but are not limited to:  
o Fall heights exceeding 8 feet; 
o Exposure to weather elements – 

sun, wind, extreme heat/cold; 
o Extreme tidal conditions, 

currents or wave action 
(including white water);  

o High speeds;  
o Uncontrolled free fall or jumps; 
o Areas prone to natural elements 

– avalanche, mudslides, volcanic 
activity, flash flood, disease 
outbreak, etc.; 

o  Natural disaster areas – 
hurricane, ice/snow storm, 
tornadoes, earthquake, etc. 

o Exposure to wild and/or exotic 
animals;  

o Inexperienced volunteers and/or 
teacher supervisors;  

The presence of any one or more of 
these factors is indicative of a high 
risk activity and may not be an 
acceptable risk for your district.  

 
 

This  fact sheet is not intended to be exhaustive. The discussion and best practices 
suggested herein should not be regarded as legal advice.  Readers should pursue 
legal counsel or contact their insurance providers to gain more exhaustive advice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Risk	Assessment	Chart	 		

		 High	Frequency	↓	 Low	Frequency	↓	
High	Severity	
→	 HIGH	RISK	 HIGH/MEDIUM	RISK	
Low	Severity	
→	 MEDIUM	RISK	 LOW	RISK	
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